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KLIELXKHERE is a ie I am ſorry to ſay, natu- 
T ral to the mind of man; which occaſions us to 


NTT 


the vices and errors of our ſuperiors in rank and fortune, 5 
which, by debafing them with us, exalts us with ourſelves, 


by the flattering compariſons, which we never fail to make, 


to our own advantage. 


ff 


A LaTz unhappy affair, in which a nobleman is con- 
cerned, with a young lady of the firft rank for beauty and 


accompliſhments, has given occaſion for a great deal of the 


envy and ill- nature abovementioned to diſplay itſelf. 


IT is very far from the deſign of the Editor of the follows 


ing pages, to attempt a defence of a fact, which is, to be 


ſure, in ittelf of the moſt atrocious kind ; but he appre- 


a | hends 


receive a malicious pleaſure in the knowledge of 
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hends that the well-diſpoſed and candid will think it admits 


of ſome ſort of palliation, from the youth of the parties 


concerned, from paſſions ſtimulated by eaſe and:abundance, 


and the irreſiſtible power of love. 425 


_ 


He knows, very well, the moraliſts will cry out, “ Love: 


* is a romantic affection ; and the paſſions may be bridled:“ | 


but diſcretion, which in a very great degree. is neceſſary to 
bridle the paſſions, is the gift of but very few, and ſtill. 
fewer of the wealthy and great, chan of any athers. There. 
are ſome conſtitutions, eſpecially in the height of youth,, 
which are of ſo fiery and impetuous a nature, that they in- 
ſtantly break the rein which Reaſon endeaveurs to hold 
them in, and hurry us, in ſpite of ourſelves, to the preci- 
pice : tis time alone, let preachers ſay what they will, that. 
muſt mellow the ſpirit. of ſuch conſtitutions; and they are: 
moſt happy who are under ſuch circumſtances of life as 


deaden and depreſs them, which Reaſon, alone, is ſeldom 
able to do. 


Bur 


appear leſs plauſible, he has always reflected on as a cauſs 


.---he. means, that affinity of mind and inclinations, call, it 


tachment to each other. 


tion of the ſtars, by, them called Synaſtria . which was ſup- 


Dudley, afterwards Earl of Leiceſter; nor is it poſſible, in- 
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Bur ſhould theſe doctrines bear no ſway with the ſeve- 
rity of thoſe who conſider the frailties of human nature; 
when ſubmitted te unpardonable offences, the. Editor begs 


leave to advance an er plea, which, though it may ſtill 


operating to bring about the union of the two perſons at 3 
preſent. ſo much the ſubject. of public diſcourſe. and attentiòn; 9 : 


ſimpathy, or what you will, which may act upon two 
people at their births, ſo as to enforce their love of, and at- 


% 


THe Greeks imagined this to ariſe from a certain conjunc- 


poſed, by many learned men of thoſe times, to have occa- | 
ſioned that: vehemence of. paſſion, with which the great 1 
Queen Elizabeth adhered. to her favourite Lord Robert. | 


deed, otherwiſe to account for the undeſerved love which 
that wiſe and prudent princeſs laviſned upon one of the moſt 
worthleſs 
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worthleſs of God's creatures. And the Editor would be 
glad to know, if we are not allowed to imagine, that ſome- 
what of this influence ſubſiſted, between the noble Earl 
and the young lady he now treats of, whether it will be poſ- 


Able to account for their behaviour in any other manner? 


Fox a vicious propenſity alone will not be a ſufficient 


anſwer ; fince, undoubtedly, a ſenſe of ſhame and ſelf in- 


tereſt would have been able to keep them within ſuch bounds 
as to have ſupported a faſhionable reputation, as many per- 


ſons of rank, at this time do, who live in the moſt criminal 


intercourſes. 


BuT the matter is plain, the Earl of -=------ and Mifs 
--==== loved, and were impelled to one another with ſuch 
force, that they could not live aſunder ; and ſo they might 
enjoy the deſired ſociety, they cared not what road they 
took to arrive at it. Tt is well known, that, if this had not 


been the caſe; if their paſſion for one another had pro- 
£eeded from a ſudden guſt of lewd deſire only, his Lordſhip 


and 


ne 


and the young lady might have taken very different meaſures 


from what they did; and it amounts to almoſt a certainty, 


that, had they been under any thing leſs than a fatality, they. 
never would have forſaken. their friends,. fortune,. country,. 


and reputation, as they have done. 


The ſubſequent letters ſhould never have been publiſhed,, 
but in ſupport of this opinion, or did they contain any thing 
which might in the leaſt tend to caſt additional ſpots upon. 


their characters. The reader is deſired to take notice, that 


the two firſt printed letters paſſed between the parties near: 
four months after the two that arc printed laſt ;; and that the 
fifth letter, which is written by a lady of quality, was de- 
livered to the Editor, to be ſent to Miſs ------, the day after 
her elopement, under a ſuppoſition that he knew where my 
Lord - and ſhe then were; which, however, he de- 
clares he did not; and he hopes that his printing her Lady- 
ſhip's letter will not be conſidered as a breach of confidence 3. 
ſince he conceals her name, and the contents redound ſo 


much to the honour of the writer. 
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NOBLEMAN, 


YOUNG WOMAN OF FASHION. 
(No Superſcription.) 
My deareſt, dear girl ! 


Xt 


LE, 


8 I 8 death with impertinence and buſineſs; how- 


2 00 25 ever, I have at laſt ſettled every thing, or ſhall- 


between this and Thurſday, as I would have it. 


IT is impoſſible to give you any idea of what I have felt, 


on your account, ſince I ſaw you; how contradictory this ĩs! 
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The promiſe you have given, to do the only thing in the 
world that can make me happy, has made me miſerable: I | 
know your fears, your delicacies, and judge of a thouſand 
other feelings you muſt have, upon this occaſion, by thoſe 

in my own breaſt ; but as with me love is ſuperior to them 
all, ſo I will flatter myſelf, that the ſame powerful motive 
works with you, and expels and overbears every conſideration 


that would come in competition with it. 


1 HAVE thought, ten thouſand times, of what you ſaid 
to me the night befbrr I left town ; how could you at once 
be ſo kind and fo cruel! There are terms which men and 
women impoſe upon themſelves, merely to make them un- 


happy; and ruin is one of them. 1 5 'T 


IT is true, I ſwear it by all that's ſacred, you are not 
only eſſential to the happineſs of my life, but the duration 
of it; I cannot live without you: but do you think that 
I would ſuffer your tenderneſs, your regard for me, to in- 


” 


volve you in cuin? 


Ta 
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| Tur we ſhall both incur the cenſures of the world, 
| be I believe ; but where is the action, ſo juſtifiable, that will 43 
not? Happineſs is the purſuit of all; and I am determined 
to make myſelf happy, without imbittering that happineſs 
by reflecting on what the too buſy, or too idle, may ſay of 
the means I took to acquire it. My dear girl, adopt thoſe 
ſentiments, and, from the day we meet, let us only think 
of making one another happy. 


As for myſelf, I quit every thing without regret, and 
ſhall never wiſh to ſee England again from the moment I 


leave it; and yet there is one perſon whoſe anger I incur 


. | with unwillingneſs, to whoſe ſervice I am more attached than 
1 any thing in the world, except yourſelf; but this is one of 
: 1 the duties which muſt be violated by me; and, I do aſſure 
you, 1 am much more ſorry for it, than any thing 1 
ſhall looſe in conſequence. But an event (which I will 
not wiſh for, however) may happen, to reſtore us both 
to that ſituation, in the world's eye, which inevitable miſ- 


fortune muſt ſhortly remove us from. Why, my dear, 


why 
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why cannot I wipe out the tranſactions of the fix laſt years of 
my life, which would make three people happy, and injure: 
no mortal alive? I would give half my eſtate to do it. 

Fur perſon did not arrive here till late laſt night, and 
the poor devil is in ſuch a condition that ſhe muſt ſtay a night: 
to reſt herſelf; however, I believe you may depend upon: 
having this on Sunday. In the mean time, L beg. for God's. 
ſake, you will make your mind as eaſy as you can; which E 
am glad to find by your billet (for. your letter is not much. 
more) you are determined to do.. 


Tux flutterings you mention, on ſeeing her Ladyſhip at: 
court, are natural, hai of no conſequence your dear little 
heart is ſuſceptible of every tenderneſs; and her ſpeaking to 
you in a friendly and obliging manner, when you knew that 
ſhe had reaſon to ſuſpect, and did ſuſpect, that you wholly. 
poſſeſs d the heart ſhe would, but never can, engage. Vou 
talk of her good-nature, her gentleneſs, and ſenfibility, 


9 


* Here ſcems to be ſomething omitted, which is requiſite to make up the ſenſe. 
125 h and! 


rann 2 5 
{ | and with ſomebody in a fooliſh play, « Sure no wife had 


ever ſo many uſeleſs good qualities.” 


I Ax impatient to ſee you, and the hopes of ſoon having 

- that pleaſure almoſt tranſport me beyond myſelf. Depend 

upon it, my dear angel, that I will be at the place appointed 

on Thurſday night: if your mother ſhould not be well 

- enough to go with you, I wiſh you would come with a cer- 
tain perſon, * I would, but cannot tell you, how much I am, 


5 


Tours. 


This letter has neitben 1 . 
date or name. | | 


1 5 T : + 
| a 4 


P. S. I ſmiled at your ſtory about the noRSE Book ; you: 
have not half ſo much courage as you would make me ber 
4 lieve; that ſtory has betrayed you. 
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: 1 Ot | Thurſday morning. | 


ov are angry with me, no doubt, but it was . 
ſible for me to meet you; my mother was not well, 


and ſhe would not truſt me out of her fight ; but I ſhall | 


certainly be at the opera on Saturday. 


1 LONG to be out of this houſe; in ſhort, I am on the 
wing, and ready to take flight when you pleaſe : and yet, 
perhaps, if I was to conſider every part of your letter, the 
fears too natural to me would be increaſed, I will not ſay 
what the motives are which work with me; let all I have 
 Laffered, and all I am determined to do, ſpeak them. 


| You will hardly believe that I have been made very uneaſy 
egain, by the renewal of a certain perſon's addreſſes; one 
Obes, e ſhould 


—— 
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ſhould think he had been ſurfeited ſo much with his laſt wife, 
that he would hardly have an inclination to another meal 
of matrimony ; and his aſſurance in folliciting me, whom he 
knows to have refuſed ſo many matches, ſuperior to himſelf 
in every thing but fortune, is inſufferable! But I ſuppoſe 
there will be no great occaſion for me to make your Lordſhip 


any proteſtations, about my reſolutions, never to ſuffer the 


promiſes I have given you, to be ſhaken by any wind that 
can blow from that quarter. But the perturbations of ſpirit 
which all thoſe things occaſton, through a reſtleſſneſs, and 


auk ward reſtraint to my behaviour, which my father takes 


notice of, frighten me very much; I need not mention his 
continual tenderneſs of me, your Lordſhip knows it ; and, 
though I reſolve to forfeit it, yet I cannot think of the loſs 
without tears. X | 


* 33% 5 „ * - 
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As to what ſhe mentions, in regard to time and place, I 
cannot ay any thing about it; I give myſelf wholly to your 


/ directions, and ſhall be guided by you in eyery thing. You 


are very obliging for the proviſion you think of making for 


me 
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me; to be ſure, I ſhall not be able to carry a ſhred from 


hence. I have a thouſand things to ſay to you, but am 


obliged to write this in bed, with a pencil. If I can find an 
opportunity to put. it down on paper, I will have ſome- 
thing for you again Saturday, which you muſt take care to 
take unobſerved. In the mean time, think of, and pity me. 


Your affectionate; 
And moſt faithful 


CLE EL, 


LETTER 
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My dear girl, 


HAT have you done! how could you, knowing the 
fondneſs of my heart, try it with ſuch a letter, and , 
at this time too; I muſt upbraiĩd 427 ; I muſt call you either 


inconſtant, or malicious. 


CoxsipEnx, I am paſt tricks; your little arts might do 
well in the beginning of a paſſion, but to a ſettled love, that 
is arrived to. the higheſt degree, inſtead of increaſing, it 
* might leſſen it, were mine capable of diminution. But 


I will imagine I have miſtaken your meaning. 


My dear, dear creature, think no more of that odious 
word wife; let her be baniſhed from your thoughts, as 


ſhe is from my heart; let her never appear, though but in a 
dream, to fright our joys, or diſturb our happineſs: let 
81 D us 
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us look forward to content and pleaſure, and leave all behind 
us that contributes not to make us bleſs'd. 


RrxuzMBER that three weeks are paſt fince I have ſeen 
you; and three weeks, to a man in my ſituation are a tedious 
age: tis now ſeven o'clock ; the bearer will be with you 
by eight, and, by her, I expe& permiſſion to ſee you. For 
heaven's ſake, my dear creature, if you can contrive me this 
bleſſing, manage it ſo, that 1 may ſee none of the family but 
yourſelf, for I muſt be a longer time with you than will be 


convenient to be taken notice of, leſt they ſhould ſuſpect 


ſomething which might yet ruin us; but-I am fo impatient 
to ſee you, I cannot live another night without it. 


PERHAPS, you may deny ſeeing me alone through fear ; 
but, for heaven's ſake, have a kinder opinion of me. 
Secure me by what vows, imprecations, or ties you pleaſe ; 
bind my hands, blind my eyes, command my. tongue, do 
what you will; but let me hear you ſpeak three words to 
me, and have the pleaſure of knowing myſelf to be in 


the 


Sas 


py” 


LE E TFT TI III. 11 


the ſame room with you; and, if you will be ſo kind, give 
me leave to plead a little for my life and paſſion. 


I wovLD fain endeavour to remove your fear, but though 
I ſhould never be fo happy as to ſucceed, it will at leaſt be a 
GtisfaCtion to me to know, that it. is not through my own 


fault that I am eternally miſerable. 


in My deareſt girl, 


I nave ordered the bearer to wait in the place ap- 
pointed; but reſolve, by ſome means or other, to ſee me 
to-night; her Ladyſhip is diſpoſed of at next door ; the op- 


portunity is lucky, not that I fear her jealouſy, but we will 


not make her uneaſy. 


Friday evening. 


LETTER 
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Monday Morning. 


D O not underſtand either your Lordſhip's letter or your 

meſlage. Can you be jealous of me; can you believe 
me capable of deceiving you, or of loving another? Why 
ſhould J pretend what I ought to be aſhamed of? But, if you 
have really conceived ſuch ſtrange imaginations, can I give 
you a ſtronger proof of my affection than I have offered ? 
Let me aſk you, what can I propoſe to myſelf, in this ad- 
venture, but ſhame, diſhonour, reproach, eternal infamy, 
and everlaſting deſtruction, perhaps both of ſoul and body ? 
But I am reſolved to ſtand the ſhock of all; and, there- 
fore, intreat your Lordſhip not to add to my anxieties, 
by giving me any cauſe to ſuſpect affectation on your ſide, 
bymaking a ſhew of paſſions which I have never given you 


any reaſon to feel. 
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TS very true, the perſon you mention has, by my 
mother's means, whoſe: favourite he is, had permiſſion to 


viſit here; but how T have received him be you judge, if 


ever it was your fate to entertain a woman to whom you had 
an entire averſian. I will not, I hope I need not, my dear 
Lord, ſay any more on this occaſion. 


As to what you mention about my coming to the opera, 
I will try it; but believe it will be to no purpoſe, for 
I am confident my mother will not let me go abroad with 
the perſon. you mention. You ſee, my Lord, what a dread- 


ful thing indiſcretion in woman is, ſince title and fortune 


. 
can't keep off infamy; and what a much greater load, than 


even her Ladyſhip bears, am I going to draw upon myſelf fe * 


But, once more, I ſay, I am armed for the worſt that cam 
befal me, which is, my being rendered a public talk, who, 


I've reaſon to fear, am too much the ſubject of private: 


whiſpers already. 
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14 LETTER . : 


I MvsT now tell you of an odd accident; the bearer of 
your laſt letter put it between the folds of the ruffles ſhe 
brought me home, fearing ſhe ſhould have no other oppor- 
tunity of giving it to me: my mother was in the room, took 
up the box, and went with it open in her hand towards the 
window; the bearer whiſpered me what was in the ruffles ; 
I declare ſolemnly I had like to expire in the place : I grew 
cold, and turned pale, and gave myſelf up for undone and 
ruined ; but, not to terrify you longer with fears of my 
danger, my mother contented herſelf with taking up the 
topmoſt ruffle, praiſed the clearneſs of the muſlin, laid it 
down again, and went into her own chamber. 


* 


SHE tells me you have turned off your ſervant, which I 


| imagined before. I ſaw him ſauntering in the Park yeſ- 
terday; he pulled off his hat to me; I believe I looked 


filly ; but my mother pitied him extremely for having loſt 
your favour : ſhe has a very good opinion of you ; I hope 


you'll never give her reaſon to alter it. 


As 


— 
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As I am extremely afraid I ſhall not be able to go to the 
opera, if you are at the route on Monday, I believe you may 
depend on ſeeing me at Charing-croſs ; but, if a certain 
perſon 1s with me, pray be very cautious, becauſe ſhe has 
of late given me a great deal of advice, and ſeems to be 
ſuſpicious. : 


The name only. 


LETTER 
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L ET TER 
To Mis ©, 
My dear #, 


HAVE long foreſeen the miſery to- which you muſt ar- 


rive by your fatal correſpondence with my Lord 


You know I have often hinted it to you, and, with tears in 


my eyes, intreated you, if matters were carried farther be- 


tween you than I then hoped they were, you would. in time 
break off ſo fatal a connection. 


NoTHiNnG but love for you, prevented my then informing 
your father of the fears I was under ; but, Kitty, you have 
deceived me, and I muſt now, in ſome meaſure, impute 


your ruin to myſelf, I beg, for God's ſake, my dear girl, 


that, if this comes to your hand, and your deſtruction is not 


yet compleat, you will return to your diſconſolate family. 


CONSIDER 


bring you to a right ſenſe of things, think, will not the ſame 


his vices · ineline him, to whom he is bound by no duty, and 
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 Cons1DER the infamy of being a proſtitute ! And yet, in. 
this affair, the act itſelf is not the greateſt ſin, but the man- 


ner, which carries with it an unuſual horror. Conſider, my 


dear, my Lord is a married man, married to one of the moſt 


deſerving women in the world, and one whom, within theſe 


fix years, he married for love : was there no other motive to 


Caprice, that induced him to break every law, divine and 
human, by which he was bound, to a perſon, in all reſpects 
deſerving of him; think, I fay, will not the ſame caprice 


cauſe him hereafter to abandon you, to whom nothing but 


in forſaking whom he will run no riſks, becauſe you will 


have no one who will think you worth defending. 


I NEED not tell you, that there is, at this preſent time, 
in London, an Italian lady of diſtinction, under the infa- 
mous circumſtances of a kept miſtreſs, after having been ſe- 
duced from her huſband, . her friends, and her country, by 
an indiſcrete paſſion for the Earl of 


F I NEED 
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I NEED not mention to you, your father and your family, 
and the great grief and diſhonour you will bring to them, if | 
you now behave unbecoming of your birth, your education, 
and, let me add, even of your ſex : but, my dear, you will 
not only plunge them in misfortunes, but be inſtrumental 
in bringing diſgrace and inquietude upon two of the nobleſt 
families in this kingdom. What muſt be at this time the 
ſituation of poor Lady , in the flower of her youth 
and beauty deſerted by a man who has engroſſed her affec 
tions, and to whom duty, and the laws, oblige her to be 
faithful; whom her tenderneſs for her little infant will never 
ſuffer her to hate; the wife is robbed of her huſband, the 
child of his father, by you; and yet, ſuch is my opinion of 
the Earl's diſpoſition, that, I believe in my conſcience, was 
my Lady the wife of any other man, ſhe would be one of 


the firſt women he would endeavour to run away with. 


So, my dear Kitty, if you can be weak or wicked enough 
to think his Lordſhip's love will be a ſufficient atonement for 
the affronts, cenſures, and reproaches it will bring upon you, 


you 


, 


* 
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you ſee upon what an uncertain poſſeſſion you lay out your 
reputation and virtue; and, once more, I ſay, remember 
and believe me, there is no laſting faith in ſin; he that has 
once broke his promiſe, ſolemnly given before God and the 
world, will be again perjured to Heaven and you, and all 
mankind.------I believe I have tired you with this long, 
diſtracted epiſtle ; but I have yet a word or two more to ſay, 
of your father, whom I believe you love, and whoſe whole 
pride and pleaſure is centered in you in ſpite of all his 
underſtanding and fortitude, I aſſure you, I believe this fatal 
ſtep of yours will be the death of him: think, think of this, 
my dear, and retire from ruin. 


Wnar is paſt may be got over; it will be only looked | 
upon as the indiſcretion of a girl; and a ſhort retirement in 
the country, with the countenance of your friends, will ſoon 
bring the world over to your ſide; but, if you go on, after 
ſuch a ſhameful action you muſt obſcure yourſelf in ſome 
remote corner, for ever, where honeſty and honour are never 
heard of: you will be loathed, ſcorned, and abandoned by 
all, 
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